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Exeter's dwelling house 1s situated in a much over-
grown yard at the end of a long lane. The house 1s in poor
condition, but is being maintained against further deterioration
The center section of the seven-part house is covered by a gable
roof and is fronted by a tetra-style, two-level Doric portico
with square columns and lattice railings. The portico was
added in the 1830's, replacing a one-story pedimented porch
shown in the Mutual Assurance Company policies of 1803, 1805,
and 1817. Flanking this center section are one-and-az—-half
story, one~bay, gambrel roof wings with richly ornamented
pedimented dormers containing interlacing "Gothic" tracery.
Both the center section and the wings are of frame but have
brick rear walls. One-story passages, also of frame with brick
rear walls, connect the main part of the house to one-story
hipped rocf dependencies. The north dependency is the kiltchen i
and the south dependency is an office.

The first floor plan of the maln part consists of a
large entrance hall with stair hall behind. Flanking the hall
is the parlor (south) and the dining room (north). The two-
story brick wing attached to the rear of the center section was
added in the 1850's. Three principal bedrooms are on the
second floor of the main part. The house retains nearly all
of its original interior woodwork, which is of a slightly
provincial Adam style. In the entrance hall is a paneled
pedestal-type dado with dentiled chair rail. The stair, while
handsome, is a typical late-eighteenth century example. The most out-
standing woodwork, however, 1s in the parlor. Here arched
recesses with keystones and Wall-of-Troy moldings flank an
elaborate mantel and two adjacent paneled closet doors. Traces
of early wallpaper are evident throughout the first floor of
the main part.

Exeter has numerous early outbulldings, mostly in

ruinous condition. Most of the outbuildings are either of
brick or a dark brown sandstone., To the east of the office 1is |
a stone smokehouse, and east of the ¥itchen is a matching stone
dairy. The dairy was ralsed to two full stories using brick.
Ruins remain of both a stone and a brick privy, as well as a
stone ash house, ice house, brick cistern, and wooden corn crib
An unusually handsome stable-carriage house of brick also re-
mains. An early wooden barn was destroyed for the construction
of the nearby Leesburg by-pass.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ol St, James' Church in nearby Leesburg, spent a year at

Exeter survives as one of the most elaborate and
architecturally interesting plantation complexes in northern
Virginia. Although in deteriorated condition, the richly
ornamented dwelling house and 1ts many outbuildings provide
an excellent picture of plantation life in ante-bellum
Loudoun County.

The original portion of Exeter's residence was built
around 1790 for Dr. Wilson Cary Selden on land that he in-
herited from his first wife, Mary Mason Selden, a niece of
George Mason of Gunston Hall. Selden was a physician by
training and had served a Virginia regiment during the
Revolutuion,

Dr. Selden and hils second wife, Eleanor Love Selden,
established and maintained a full-fledged plantation operation
at Exeter. The house served as an architectural showpiece as
well as a social center for the area. A Dr. Cutler, minister |

Exeter in 1821 and described it as being "like a Baronial
Castle."

Following Dr. Selden's death in 1835, Exeter was in-
herited by his son, Wilson Cary Selden, Jr. Young Selden also
inherited debts amounting to some $25,000. By 1843, however,
nhls finances were restored to the extent that he was able to
provide a wedding for hils daughter, Eleanor, that was hailed
by contemporaries as a sumbous social event of wide interest,
served by caterers from Philadelphia. Eleanor was married to
John Augustine Washington, a great-nephew of George Washington.

In 1846 Exeter was sold to General George Rust, who
added the large brick wing on the rear of the house. He sold
Exeter in 1856 to Abner and Haratio Trundle whose family lived
there until it was acquired by the present owner with only a
iraction of its original land. '

Exeter was occupied by both Federal and Confederate
troops during the War Between the States. The Battle of Ball's
Bluff was fought on part of the property, and general Jubal
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Early used the house for his headquarters.

Architecturally, Exeter's dwelling house 1s an extra-
ordinary blending of late-eighteenth century forms and details,
and has no clear-cut parallel in the state. Especlally notable
1s the house's successful blending of many roof forms on a seven-
part plan. Significant details include the two-level Doric
portico with its lattice railings, the elaborate pedimented
dormers with interlacing "Gothic" tracery, the pedimented
frontispiece, and the arched recesses in the dining room.

While the house 1s in need of restoration, the present
owner 1is preserving it from further deterioration.
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